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  - Perspectives from 9 global youth shared 
during the Youth Closing Statement

“We aren’t 
the youth 
of the future, 
we aren’t the 
leaders of 
tomorrow. We 
are the leaders 
of today!”

The 2017 Global 4-H 
Network Summit 
authentically engaged 
youth in all aspects 
of the summit. 

GLOBAL CITIZENS GROWN.
YOUTH EMPOWERED.

We have exchanged ideas, stories, and 
4-H experiences. We have acquired the 
confi dence to step outside of our comfort 
zones and to form partnerships that will help 
to expand the reach of our 4-H programs.

We are committed to supporting one another 
in our aspirations towards greatness.

[Our power as youth] lies in the persistence 
that we have, which gives us the patience 
and understanding to work towards making 
long-term change in our communities.

While the pledge may di� er from country 
to country, the essence of what this program 
represents remains universal. Because as 4-H 
members we embody the traits represented 
by the ever constant symbols of head, heart, 
hands and health.

The drivers of change...as together, we move 
forward, together, we have the power to 
make true and lasting change; for our clubs, 
our communities, our countries, and our world.

100%

95%

32
Organizing committees 

included youth

of delegates agreed there was value 
in having youth members and leaders 
and professionals at the Summit.

179
Youth

delegates
Youth

presenters

“We are a global 
4-H culture, 
and together we 
move forward.”

THE GLOBAL 4-H 
NETWORK SUMMIT

At a Glance 
Empowering Youth. Growing Global Citizens. This theme exactly captured the motivation of the 

hundreds of dedicated 4-H youth, professionals and volunteer leaders who attended the 2nd Global 

4-H Network Summit, held July 11-14, 2017 in Ottawa, Ontario, Canada. By the end of the week 

of sharing, celebrating and making new connections, delegates had a full appreciation for their role 

as global citizens to leverage the 4-H movement to improve the lives of those around them.

- Keynote: Ann Makosinski, Inventor 
and Founder, Makotronics

- Workshops and hands-on discovery 
stations focused on scientifi c 
discovery and problem solving, GIS, 
rockets and more.

- High level dinner event attracted 
industry partners and government 
dignitaries. Special guest, the 

- Honourable Kirsty Duncan, 
Minister of Science

- Keynote: Krista Scaldwell, 
Vice President Communications, 
Great-West Life 

- Launch of 4-H LEARNS – the fi rst 
global knowledge and resource- 
sharing platform for 4-H leaders

- 25 workshops 

- An Evening of Canadian Culture 
at the Canadian Museum of History 

- Keynote: Chris Koch, If I Can Founder 
and Farmer wowed the crowd

- Global Food Party with Chef Lazarus 
Lynch from The Food Network™

- Workshops focused on youth fi ghting 
hunger, enterprise gardens, soil health, 
careers in agriculture, corporate and 
public-private partnership development 
and more. 

- Night in the Country at Canada’s 
Agriculture and Food Museum featured 
local 4-H club displays and demonstrations, 
live bands, and BBQ dinner!

- Keynote: Krysta Harden, 
Vice President of Public Policy 
and Chief Sustainability Offi  cer, 
DuPont Co.

- Global 4-H Opportunities Expo 

- 4-H Under the Big Top Showcase 
of 4-H Talent

- Closing Keynote: Cristy Nurse, 
Olympian and articling student at law

Tuesday, July 11

Thursday, July 13

Wednesday, July 12

Friday, July 14

Presented by Bayer

Presented by Syngenta

“Need more youth voice; they have 
a good story to tell”  – 4-H Professional
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ACCOMPLISHMENTS

88% of delegates replied they were Very 

Satisfi ed with the Global 4-H Network Summit 

overall. Overwhelmingly, the most valuable 

aspect of the Summit was networking with other 

4-H youth, leaders and industry partners. The 

opportunities to learn about the diversity of 4-H, 

new programming and from the messages of 

the keynote speakers were also highly valued. 

591

54

82

41

Delegates

Opportunities 
Expo Exhibits

Workshops

Mentors

25
PARTNERS, PRESENTERS 

AND GUESTS
54

EXHIBITORS

80
VOLUNTEERS

179
YOUTH

253
PROFESSIONALS

LATIN AMERICA 
& CARIBBEAN

Argentina
Barbados
Costa Rica
Guyana
Jamaica
Nicaragua
Trinidad 
& Tobago

EUROPE

Estonia
Finland
Germany
Kosovo
Scotland
Sweden

ASIA-PACIFIC 

Indonesia
Korea
Nepal
Pakistan
Taiwan
Vietnam

NORTH 
AMERICA

Canada
USA

AFRICA

Ethiopia
Ghana
Kenya
Senegal 
Tanzania
The Gambia

Countries attending

27

20 LATIN AMERICA 
        AND CARIBBEAN

14 EUROPE

25 AFRICA

24 ASIA

349 
NORTH 
AMERICA
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GOALS OF THE SUMMIT

Goals of the 2017 Global 4-H  
Network Summit
To build the capacity of volunteer leaders, professional staff and 4-H 

youth members within Canada and globally.

To align the Global 4-H movement and to strengthen the communities  

of practice within it. 

To showcase the success of 4-H, and the sharing of best practices  

related to Sustainable Agriculture & Food Security in Canada.

To offer shared learning experiences that connect 4-H communities  

in Canada to a broader global perspective.

To increase awareness and understanding among Canadians  

of the importance of building tomorrow’s leaders in agriculture.

To discuss issues that relate to 4-H countries globally – guided by  

the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), adopted  

by world leaders at the United Nations Sustainable Development 

Summit in September 2015.

91%  
agree they feel better 
equipped to lead 4-H  
in their community

62% 
of users are new to  
the Global 4-H Network 
Summit website since  
July 1, 2017 

93%  
will implement ideas from 
the Summit to grow 4-H  
in their community

9% 
increase in delegates 
strongly considering  
a career in agriculture

28%  
increase in awareness 
about the United Nations 
Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDGs)

89% 
agree there is a role for 
4-H to play in achieving 
the SDGs

“You don’t need to  
be scared of STEM!”

“The mentorship circles taught me 
many different lessons. I learned 
just how many jobs there are in 
agricultural business.”

LEADERSHIP EXCELLENCE

As the largest event 4-H Canada has held for 

professionals and volunteer leaders to network, learn 

best practices and access new resources, the Global 

4-H Network Summit delivered on its goal to grow the 

capacity of 4-H professionals and volunteer leaders. 

226
4-H LEARNS  

sign-ups

 88% 

Of attendees  
downloaded  

the app

54 

Opportunity  
Expo Exhibits

Average workshop score: 4.33

10 
Drivers 

of Growth 
workshops

25 
CCE 

workshops

12
STEM 

workshops

9 
Discovery 
stations

12 
SAFS 

workshops

12 
EHL 

workshops

253
Professionals and 
volunteer leaders 

attended 

82 

Workshops

“I got ideas of activities I can implement into my club 
back home from the skillathon.”

“Oh! The Science in the Kitchen was awesome,  
and I hope to use this program, as well as our own 
provincial program, to deliver to a club next year.”

“This was an incredible opportunity! It was the 
highlight of my 4-H career, and I have gained so much 
knowledge that I can share at home.”

“Great workshops and presenters. Really enjoyed the 
opportunity to network with others face to face and talk 
about programming, ideas for workshops, suggestions 
to dealing with some of the challenges we face, etc.”
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IMPACT ON YOUTH

From asking thought-provoking questions to explaining the 

4-H movement’s potential to media to the powerful closing 

statement delivered to the Global 4-H Network Summit 

delegates, youth participation and their passion for 4-H 

was central to all aspects of the Summit. 

179 Youth
participants

 100%

 95%

 89%

 100%  97%  92%

 100%

 100% 89%

responded that 
it encouraged 
positive values

reported it supported 
their sense of 

purpose

said they had a 
greater sense of 

responsibility

said it was a safe, 
inclusive and fun 

environment

reported they were 
able to learn 

by doing

felt they were 
supported by 
caring adults

responded that it 
provided leadership 

development

said it improved 
their skill 
mastery

said it improved 
their planning and 
decision making

I learned that I want to teach people 
about animals and agriculture and 
I am going to make that happen.”

“

“I absolutely loved seeing the di� erent things 
that science can do. The hands-on activities 
that were provided for us. I better learned 
the importance of science and ways to get 
the people in my community involved and 
interested in it as well.”

“I really enjoyed the night in the country and 
getting to learn about local clubs projects. 
This helped me gain an understanding of 
the vast reach that 4-H has and how many 
di� erent projects are available to explore.”

“No matter what is in your 
way, if you work hard 
and never give up you can 
accomplish your goals.”
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IDENTITY

The Global 4-H Network Summit was a unique opportunity 

for Canadian 4-H stakeholders, including youth members 

and volunteer leaders, to unite under the 4-H Canada brand 

and share the success of 4-H programming in Canada. 

It reinforced the relevance of 4-H in today’s global society 

and 4-H Canada’s leadership in positive youth development.

Reach
July 2017

Media

4 MILLION 

Facebook

155,000 

Website

7542 

Twitter

296,000 

Snapchat

56,000 

E-newsletter

724 

Media Outreach

Since the Summit, the Global 4-H 
Network Summit website has 
generated traffi  c from 81 countries 
with 2/3 of the traffi  c, new users 
and 25% from outside North America.

  62%
 Female 

43% 
Under 34

17 
Youth 

spokespeople 
trained

12 
Delegate 

journalists wrote 
stories for 

local media

18
 Blogs posted

9 
Videos uploaded

Top Blog Posts

Delegate Quotes

Further coverage by

LGBTQ+ Youth and 4-H

Building the Foundations of 4-H in Kosovo

4-H Kenyan Delegation Partners 
with Government to Attract Youth to 
Agriculture Careers

July 14, 2017

July 14, 2017

July 13, 2017

“In the afternoon I attended the rebranding workshop. 
Learned so much on the “WHY” it was important 
to 4-H Canada and can now educate many more.”

“4-H is a tool in any community, even those in wealthier 
nations, which can be used to teach children about 
healthier living options such as food choices, exercise, 
giving to the community.”

“The summit was a defi nite foot in the door for 4-H youth on a global scale. It allowed professionals from across 
the globe to understand how the program is benefi ting and developing youth on a global framework and I believe 
has helped the Global Board see the benefi t of having youth delegates on their team. 4-H is a youth movement 
and the summit helped to strengthen that movement to become more unifi ed and international known. The summit 
also helped to create the framework for a global 4-H community that shares its resources.”
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RESOURCES

Revenue Sources 
The Global 4-H Network Summit 

provided an opportunity for 4-H Canada 

to form new partnerships and enhance 

relationships with existing partners. 

Expenditures

“I connected with one of the 
presenters and have partnered 
with him for future projects”

“LOVED the expo!! Wow!! So much 
good information! The corporate 
partnerships was very pertinent 
to a lot of what I do for my club”

“Great workshops on fi nancial 
literacy. A topic that we have 
to work on more to prepare our 
young people for success in this 
area of their lives. Got some great 
ideas. Great session on building 
successful partnerships with our 
corporate partners.”

“The opportunities expo was a 
huge highlight for me. I was given 
the chance to interact with so 
many incredible organizations 
that understand the benefi ts 
to the 4-H program.”

REGISTRATION 
FEES

SPONSORSHIP

IN KIND 
DONATIONS

RETAIL

GOVERNMENT 
OF CANADA

GOVERNMENT 
OF CANADA

PARTNERSHIPS

We’re grateful for our incredible partners who made the 2017 Global 4-H Network Summit possible. 

Their generosity allowed us to help develop youth leaders from around the world and empower 

them with the skills needed to make the world a better place.

PRESENTING PARTNERS PREMIER PARTNERS

SUPPORTING PARTNERS

CONTRIBUTING PARTNERS

MEDIA PARTNERS

VOLUNTEER PARTNER

WIFI

Sparks &
Associates Inc. 

IN-KIND PARTNERS

VENUE PARTNERS
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ORGANIZING COMMITTEE

Around the world, the 4-H movement benefits from the leadership and commitment of 

youth, volunteer leaders, and professionals to organize programming that fosters positive 

youth development. Our organizing team was made up of a diverse group of volunteers and 

professionals, representing the 4-H movement globally. These folks worked very hard to 

make sure the Global 4-H Network Summit was an unforgettable experience, full of amazing 

memories and opportunities to grow the momentum!

Admissions & 
Registration Committee

Sue Steeves (Co-Chair)
Manager of Admissions,  
4-H Canada

Debra Brown (Co-Chair)
Executive Director,  
4-H Ontario

Jacqlyn Carek
4-H regional specialist 
Government of Alberta

Dawn Krinke
Office Manager 4-H  
Manitoba

Paivi Haapsalo
Director Administration  
Finnish 4-H Federation

Amy McConchie
Youth Advisory Committee  
Member – New Brunswick

Program 
Committee

Erin Smith (Co-Chair)
National Program Director,  
4-H Canada

Jim Lindstrom (Co-Chair)
4-H Youth Development 
Program Director University
of Idaho Extension

Ron Blake
Executive Director
Jamaica 4-H

Sarah van Heeswijk
Youth Development Manager 
B.C. Ministry of Agriculture

Casey Morey
Youth Advisory Committee 
member - AB

Valerie Stone
Director, 4-H Canada

Elizabeth Sparks
4-H County Agent Arizona 
State Univ.

Signature Events 
Committee

David Hovell (Co-Chair)
Vice President, 4-H Canada Board 
of Directors

Hannah Plexman (Co-Chair)
Global Summit Event Manager

Donna Bridge
President, 4-H Canada Board  
of Directors

Julie Labossiere
Volunteer leader 4-H Manitoba

Carlie Whetter
President, Manitoba 4-H Council

Mathieu Rouleau
4-H Alumni, Quebec

Mackenzie Kerr
Youth Advisory Committee  
Member - BC

Chesley Davis
4-H Agent University of Georgia

Stephanie Nagelschmitz
Trustee, 4-H Canada Foundation

Heidi Vallinga
Funds Development Coordinator, 
4-H Canada

Volunteer Management 
& Hosting Committee 

Emily Brown (Co-Chair)
National Program Manager,  
4-H Canada

John Drummond (Co-Chair)
Volunteer Leader 4-H Ontario

Tracy Claeys
Volunteer Leader 4-H Manitoba

Linda McRae Walker
Admin Assistant 4-H Manitoba

Andrew Hickey
4-H Club Member, Quebec

Cam Crogie
Volunteer Coordinator 4-H Ontario

Leanne Sprung
Rural Leadership Specialist 
Manitoba Dept. Agriculture

Global Summit Committees

4-H CANADA STAFF

In collaboration with the Organizing Committee, the 4-H Canada staff worked very hard to make 

sure the Global 4-H Network Summit was an unforgettable experience, full of amazing memories 

and opportunities to grow the momentum!

Shannon Benner
Chief Executive Officer

Trish Hill
Executive Assistant

Jennifer Christie
Global 4-H Network Summit 
Event Chair

Hannah Plexman
2017 Global 4-H Network Summit 
Event Manager

Ryan Baan
Global 4-H Network Summit 
Communications Intern

Don Singer
Finance and Administration 
Director

Amanda Cackette
Finance Coordinator

Erin Smith
Program Director

Sue Steeves
Manager of Admissions

Emily Brown
Program Manager

Kelsey Norris
Admissions and Travel 
Coordinator

Melina Found
Learning Specialist

Erin Helmer
Funds Development Manager

Heidi Vallinga
Funds Development Coordinator

Elizabeth Jarvis
Director of Government Relations

Jay Poulton
Marketing and Communications 
Manager

Sharon Cheung
Marketing and Communications 
Coordinator
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GLOBAL 4-H NETWORK
The Global 4–H Network connects more than 70 4-H organizations around the world with the goal 
of strengthening communities through positive youth development. The Global 4-H Network was 
established in 2014 and the Board of Directors consists of two representatives from each of the five 
regions: Africa, Asia, Europe, North America, Latin America & the Caribbean. There are over seven 
million 4-H’ers worldwide.

GLOBAL 4-H NETWORK SUMMIT
Held every three years, the Global 4-H Network Summit brings together today’s brightest youth 
leaders to empower them to increase resources, share ideas, and develop solutions to change 
our world. The first Global 4-H Network Summit was held in Seoul, South Korea in 2014.

4-H CANADA
As one of Canada’s longest-running and most respected youth organizations, 4–H Canada believes 
in nurturing responsible, engaged, and confident leaders who are committed to positively impacting 
communities around the world.

In Canada, there are 1,900 4-H clubs, more than 7,400 adult volunteers adult and over 24,000 
members. We are focused on helping young Canadians “Learn To Do By Doing” in a safe, inclusive 
and fun environment.

“I was reminded that there is a place for anyone  
in 4-H, and therefore the world. This organization  
is a family and I love the inclusive, fun atmosphere  
it creates around learning and service.”
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Mark your calendar for 
2020 Global 4-H Network 
Summit in TanzaniaTHANK YOU!
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2017 Global 4-H Network Summit
Hosted by 4-H Canada
960 Carling Avenue, Building 106
Ottawa, Ontario, Canada
K1A 0C6

Phone: +1 613-759-1013
Toll Free: +1 844-759-1013

summit2017@4-h-canada.ca
www.global-4-h-network.com
www.4-h-canada.ca

@Global4HSummit
@4HCanada

#4H4TheWorld


